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FOREWORD 

HIS unique and truly extraordinary collection 
commences with the autograph of Antonio del 
Pollajuolo (born in 1426), and closes with that of 
Millais (born in 1829, died in 1896), thus cover- 
ing a period of four hundred and seventy years in the history 
of the world's art. 

It is quite impossible to exaggerate the rarity of the auto- 
graphs of the early painters; for in many instances their 
extant letters can be counted upon one's fingers. No other 
collection of anything like equal importance is in existence. 
The finest of all collections of artists' autographs hitherto 
known was that of Herr Meyer-Cohn, and the splendid 
pieces which rendered it so renowned are incorporated in 
this collection. 

The British Museum, which amongst all the European 
national collections is by far the richest in autographs, pos- 
sesses no example of any description of no less than twenty- 
one of the famous artists represented in this superb series; 
moreover, in several other instances the British Museum con- 
tains merely signatures, whereas holograph letters will be 
found in this collection. 



THE FOLLOWING " SCHOOLS " ARE REPRESENTED 

ITALIAN 

Del Pollajuolo. Not in the British Museum. 

" Bramante d'Urbino." Not in the British Museum. 

" Perugino." 

Michelangelo. Formerly in the Bovet Collection. 

Lorenzo Lotto. Not in the British Museum. 

" Raphael." Not in the British Museum. 

Clovio. Not in the British Museum. 

" Paul Veronese." 

Carracci. 

" II Malosso." Not in the British Museum. 

Albani. 

" II Guercino." Not in the British Museum. 

" Da Cortona." Not in the British Museum. 

Salvatore Rosa. 

Tiepolo. Not in the British Museum. 

dutch and flemish 

Rubens. 

Van de Velde (the Younger). Not in the British Museum. 

Verwer. Not in the British Museum. 

Merian. 

Vleughels. Not in the British Museum. 
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FRENCH 
POUSSIN. 

" Le Romain." 

Le Brun. 

Coypel. Not in the British Museum. 

Rigaud. 

Nattier. Not in the British Museum. 

Natoire. Not in the British Museum. 

Vanloo. 

Vernet. 

ElSEN. 
HOUDON. 

" Moreau Le Jeune." 

David. 

Prudhon. 

Isabey. 

Ingres. 

Corot. 

Millet. 



SPANISH 

" Cedaspe," " The Spanish Raphael." 
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ENGLISH 

Lely. 

Kneller. 

Thornhill. 

Hogarth. Relative to Columbus and the Egg. 

Reynolds. Relative to Claude Lorraine. 

Bartolozzi. 

Gainsborough. To his Sister. 

Z OFF ANY. 

Romney. To his Son. Relative to four of his pictures. 

Raeeurn. 

HOPPNER. 

Morland. 

Lawrence. Relative to his portrait of the Duke of York. 

Turner. 

Constable. 

WlLKIE. 

GERMAN 

Ostendorfer. Not in the British Museum. 



AMERICAN 

Copley. Relative to his " Death of Lord Chatham." 
West. 



AUTOGRAPH LETTERS OF THE 
WORLD'S GREATEST PAINTERS 

i 

ANTONIO DEL POLLAJUOLO 

Born 1426, died 1498 

Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, 4to; July 1, 1487. 

There is no autograph of this great Florentine sculptor and painter in the 
British Museum. 

Herr Meyer-Cohn noted this letter as " Rarissime." 

^35 



"BRAMANTE D'URBINO " 
(DONATO LAZARRI) 

Born 1444, died 15 14 

Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, 4to; April 27, 15 12. 

There is no autograph of this painter, the illustrious uncle of Raphael, and 
the architect of St, Peter's, in the British Museum. 

B 
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3 

"PERUGINO" 

(PIETRO VANNUCCI) 

Born 1446, died 1523 
Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, 4to; Rome, 1493. 
Noted in the Meyer-Cohn catalogue as "Rarissimk." 



See Facsimile 



^60 



4 

MICHELANGELO 
(BUONARROTI) 

Born 1475, died 1564 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; December 26, 1521. 

Formerly in the famous Bovet and Meyer-Cohn cabinet. 

See Facsimile 



5 

MICHELANGELO 

An Original Diagram drawn by him with directions in his 
autograph, 1 page, 8vo. 

^40 
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6 
LORENZO LOTTO 

Born c. 1480, died c. 1554 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Macerata, October 
14. 1539- 

There is no autograph of this painter, who was Bellini's most famous pupil, 
in the British Museum. 

7 

"RAPHAEL" 

(RAFFAELLO SANZIO) 

Born 1483, died 1520 
Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, folio ; Rome, November 

1, 1514- 

A matchless example of this immortal painter's autograph. Described by 
Herr Meyer-Cohn as " Prachtstuck." 

There is no autograph of Raphael in the British Museum. 

^200 
See Facsimile 

8 
GIULIO CLOVIO 

Born 1498, died 1578 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Rome, September 

12, 1561. 

There is no autograph of this incomparable miniaturist in the British 
Museum. 

See Facsimile 
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9 
MICHAEL OSTENDORFER 

Born before 1500, died 1559 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; 1553. Also a 
Holograph Letter signed by his brother Ulrich Ostendorfer, 
1 page, folio, 

There is no autograph of this famous German painter, sculptor, and 
wood-engraver in the British Museum. 

^"21 

IO 

GIORGIO VASARI 

Born 151 1, died 1574 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Firenze, Decem- 
ber 12, 1563. 

Vasari was equally famous as a painter, architect, and author. 

.£15 '5*- 

II 

" IL POMARANCIO " 
(NICCOLO CIRCIGNANI) 

Born 1 5 19, died 1590 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Rome, 1582. 

There is no example of this Tuscan painter's autograph in the British 
Museum. 



£*5 
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12 

"PAOLO VERONESE" 
(PAOLO CALIARI) 

Born 1528, died 1588 

Holograph Letter, signed, addressed to Signor Marcan- 
tonio Gandini at Treviso; Venice, March 28th, 1578. 

Gives him particulars of his negotiations for the purchase of a house and 
land either at Piambino, Voghera, or Castelfranco. Is pressed to go and 
view two estates at Vossega, which yield a profit of 5 per cent., but it is so 
far that he is not inclined to do so. Cannot give an answer to his invitation 
until one of the above transactions is completed. Has bought the house of 
which he has told him several times; the matter will be concluded by 
Easter Day, 

Prays God for the health of his family, etc. 

(Signed) " Paolo Caliari, painter." 

See Facsimile 

13 

"CEDASPE" 

(PABLO DE CESPEDES) 

Born 1538, died 1608 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, folio ; Cordova, Sept- 
ember 13, 1577. 

A superb letter addressed to Bastiano Caccini, Rome. Mentions his 
master Zuccaro. 

Letters of this illustrious Spaniard (called " the Spanish Raphael ") are 
excessively rare. He seems to have been equally famous as a painter, sculptor, 
architect, and poet. 

^80 
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14 
LODOVICO CARRACCI 

Born 1555, died 1619 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Bologna, Janu- 
ary 26, 1 6 10. 

Carracci was the real founder of the Eclectic School. 

15 

"IL MALOSSO" 

(GIOVANNI BATTISTA TROTTI) 

Born 1555, died 1612 

Holograph Document, signed, 1 page, folio. 

There is no autograph of this great Cremonese painter in the British 
Museum. 

£20 
16 

MATTEO NIGETTI 

Born 1560, died 1646 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to. 

There is no autograph of this painter in the British Museum. 

,£lO IQS. 



5, PALL MALL PLACE 



i7 
PIETRO PAUOLO RUBENS 

Born 1577, died 1640 

Holograph Letter (in Italian), signed, 2 pages, folio; 
addressed to Monsieur de Puy at the house of Councillor de 
Thou in Paris; Antwerp, 17 September, 1626. 

Monsieur Valavez must, by now, have left Paris; is grieved to lose the 
best correspondent in the world. Does not wish to put M. de Puy to the 
trouble of writing, but will be grateful for occasional copies of the best public 
news sheets. Regrets that he cannot do the same but no news is published 
there, except reports by charlatans, unworthy of a gentleman's notice. Has 
nothing to relate, having written at length in his last letter to M. Valavez 
concerning the attempt of the Dutch upon Kildrecht, and the defeat of the 
King of Denmark by Tilly. The Dominican Michael Ophovio who was in 
prison at Heusden and the Hague, and in peril of his life for having tried to 
persuade Van Kessel, Governor of Heusden, to some treason, was consecrated 
bishop of "Boldveq" on the 13th September has happily exchanged the 
halter for the mitre. 

(Signed) " Pietro Pauolo Rubens." 

See Facsimile 

18 

PIETRO PAUOLO RUBENS 

Holograph Letter (in Italian), signed, 3 pages, folio; 
Madrid, 22 April, 1629. 

A superb letter. 

Has received his letter of the 5 th February, under cover to the Ambas- 
sador of Flanders, wonders where it has been detained so long. Rejoices to 
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hear that he and his brother are in good health; also that M. Preise is well 
and remembers him; he sent the latter his portrait before leaving Flanders, 
hopes it arrived safely. Fears the bad season will prevent him from going to 
visit him in Provence, may be obliged to go elsewhere, but may pass through 
Paris first. Thanks him for the fine heroic inscription devirtu Rusellanis, the 
author should compose another showing that external victory is more 
glorious than that which is intestine. Caesar's veni vidi via might apply to 
his most Christian majesty. The articles of the treaty are infamous to Spain, 
the Ministers could hardly threaten war in more insulting terms than they 
treat of peace. The Duke of Saxony always seems to be valiant against Spain, 
but succumbs easily to the arms of France. Has heard of the capture of the 
fleet from new Spain, due to good fortune rather than courage, the victors are 
ashamed not to have taken a single prisoner. It is reported that the general 
and officers are to be sent, under arrest, from Seville for trial. The fleet was 
very rich for it brought the extraordinary grant from Peru, as well as the usual 
treasure. The caravel and galleon from Goa, which it was feared had also 
fallen into the hands of the Dutch, have arrived safely, which is some con- 
solation. Sends remembrances to the Abbot of St. Ambrose, and M. de la 
Motte. 

(Signed) " Pietro Pauolo Rubens." 

^250 



19 

FRANCESCO ALBANI 

Born 1578, died 1660 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, folio ; Bologna, 
April 16, 1640. 

£'5 
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20 
GIOVANNI LANFRANCO 

Born 1 58 1, died 1647 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, folio ; Napoli, August 30, 
1639. 

A superb letter. 

21 

" MANNOZZI " 
(GIOVANNI DA SAN GIOVANNI) 

Born 1590, died 1636 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; Florence, Novem- 
ber 5, 1627. 

There is no autograph of this eminent Florentine in the British Museum. 

.£15 l 5 s - 

22 

ML GUERCINO" 
(GIOVANNI FRANCESCO BARBIERI) 

Born 1 59 1, died 1666 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Ceuto, Decem- 
ber 9, 1617. 

There is no autograph of this illustrious Bolognese painter in the British 
Museum. 

c 
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23 
SIR BALTHASAR GERBIER 

Born 1592, died 1667 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4 to ; Paris, December 7. 

Addressed to Sir Richard Browne, Charles I's representative at Paris. 

24 

NICOLAS POUSSIN 

Born 1594, died 1665 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; Paris, May 31, 1641. 

Letters of the greatest master of the French school are of the first rarity. 

£28 
See Facsimile 

25 

NICOLAS POUSSIN 

Holograph Letter, i page, 4to, signed by Haron Romain, 
Paris, Thermidor, An X (July-August, 1802). 

Addressed to the Members of the Senate requesting subscriptions for the 
erection of a monument of Nicholas Poussin, "le philosophe de la peinture." 
This document bears also the signatures of Chaussard, Legrand, Espercieux, 
Gisors, Le Thiere Percier, and Talma. 
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26 

"DA CORTONA" 
(PIETRO BERRETTINI) 

Born 1596, died 1669 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Firenze, January 15, 
1645. 

There is no autograph of this famous Italian painter in the British Museum. 

£21 

"LE ROMAIN" 
(PIERRE MIGNARD) 

Born 1 6 10, died 1695 
Receipt, signed, 1 page, 4to; Paris, May 30, 1680. 

£12 12s. 

28 
SALVATORE ROSA 

Born 1 61 5, died 1673 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, folio; Rome, Octo- 
ber 15, 1660. 

Addressed to G. B. Ricciardi. Mentions his projected tour in France. 

£21 
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29 

SIR PETER LELY 

(PIETER VAN DER FAES) 

Born 1618, died 1680 

His Signature, affixed to the title-page of the Elzevir edition 

of " II Decameron," 1665. 

£8 8s. 



30 
CHARLES LE BRUN 

Born 1 6 19, died 1690 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to ; Paris, April 19, 1685. 

This fine letter of Louis XIV's " first painter " was formerly in the famous 
Bovet Collection. 

31 

CARLO CIGNANI 

Born 1628, died 1719 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, folio; Bologna, 1652. 

There is no autograph of this famous Bolognese in the British Museum. 

£ l 5 15* 
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32 
NOEL COYPEL 

Born 1628, died 1707 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, folio; Paris, August 20, 
1696. 

There is no autograph of Coypel in the British Museum. 

This remarkably fine letter was formerly in the famous Bovet cabinet. 

£\2 12S. 

33 
WILLEM VAN DE VELDE (THE YOUNGER) 

Born 1633, died 1707 

Holograph Manuscript, i page, 4to; (in Dutch), 1689. 

An important Manuscript admirably illustrating his care in ascertaining 
details for his pictures. 

Three tiny and pleasing drawings (of two ships and a ball) by the master 
illustrate the text. 

" Attention must be paid here whether the log is thoroughly checked [as 
to its length] then take a sounding in the Helder logs on one side or the 
other (of the ship). It lies from above, taking all things into consideration, 
like a mark attached to the prow to which the rigging is hooked and many 
other things besides. If, on the contrary, the ship's prow slopes inwards on 
the upper side at its greatest width, the recording of the (distance) must be 
considered from the above point of view. See that the ball is at a certain 
distance from the mark (before throwing it) from the ship. — Translation. 

The writer was " the great marine painter to Charles II." He surpassed 
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his father (the elder Van der Velde) and all his contemporaries, and attained 
in sea-pieces, a perfection universally allowed to be unequalled. 

Accompanying the Manuscript is a letter from T. B. Hardy in which he 
says: " Herewith is the very interesting bit of Win. Van de Velde's writing — 
with sketches of two boats. He was the great marine Painter to Charles II, 
indeed one may probably say, with truth, the greatest marine painter that 
ever lived." 

There is no autograph of this famous Dutchman in the British Museum. 

34 
JEAN BERAIN 

Born 1638, died 171 1 

Receipt, signed, 1 page, 4to, on vellum; Paris, October 20, 
1687. For the payment of 1,200 livres for some designs of 
ships. 

There is no autograph of this eminent Frenchman in the British Museum. 

35 

ADRIAN DE VERWER 

Flourished 1640 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; May 6, 1679. To 
Constantin Huygens (Junior), private secretary to William III 
of Orange (afterwards King of Great Britain). 

" I have spoken with my lord the grand pensionary Boreel, who has asked 
me for a list of 26 subjects, which among his various annexations and con- 
quests of places (or strongholds) have proved to 'be most conducive to in- 
creasing the reputation of the East India Company. . . . Herr Boreel has also 
noted down a few where the Indian potentates had to surrender army, lands, 
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and realm to the Company through the infringement of the covenant to make 
an end of contracts. ... If such be my lord's opinion, then Herr Boreel must 
also be of opinion that the pieces might well be large and also that it is right 
and proper that the picture should be large. ... I willingly acknowledge 
that I am not so well informed concerning large pictures as concerning other 
things, therefore I will, if agreeable to his Highness, thus have pictures 
executed by other famous good masters, of historical scenes in the small 
galleries and rooms. . . . Should Herr Boreel also summon me to the Hague 
in order to have more leisure and to meet the others who are engaged in con- 
sultation about this business, to discuss the matter further, and to draw a few 
sketches, etc." 

In a postscript the writer states: " I have painted the water slightly over, 
in the hope that it may please you better so and I send you besides 2 sheets 
in order that you can place them together to make something of them, if any- 
body at least among the gentlemen wishes to compare them." 

This fine letter is endorsed with De Verwer's cypher (painted) as found 
on his pictures. 

S. Savry engraved a naval battle by A. Verwer. Perhaps this naval battle 
is the very one referred to in the present letter in which Verwer says " he has 
overdone the painting of the water." 

There is no autograph of A. de Verwer in the British Museum. 



36 

PIETRO DANDINI 

Born c. 1646, died 171 2 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; Firenze, Nov- 
ember, 1 68 1. 
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37 
SIR GODFREY KNELLER 

Born 1646, died 1723 

Document, signed, 1 page, folio; December 7, 1708. 

^8 8s. 

38 
MARIA SIBYLLA MERIAN 

Born 1647, died 171 7 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to ; Amsterdam, Octo- 
ber 2, 1 71 1. 

£5 5*. 

39 
HYACINTHE RIGAUD-Y-ROS 

Born 1659, died 1743 

Signature to a letter, 3 pages, 4to; Perpignan, February 22, 
1714. 

Rigaud's portraits attained such eminence that he was styled the " French 
Van Dyck." 

/15 i5 J - 
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40 
HYACINTHE RIGAUD-Y-ROS 

The Original Marriage Contract, dated Paris, May 19, 
1 7 10, between Hyacinthe Rigaud, citizen of Perpignan, painter 
in ordinary to the King, and professor in his Royal Academy, 
residing in Paris, Place des Victoires, rue de la Feuillade, in 
the parish of St. Eustache, and Dame Elizabeth de Gouy, 
widow of Jean Lejuge, dwelling in the rue de Grenelle in the 
parish of St. Eustache. 

Signed no less than ten times (four times in full, twice with 
his initials and four times with h\sparapke). Also signed ten 
times by his wife — Elizabeth de Gouy. 

It is agreed between them that the religious ceremony shall be performed 
as soon as possible; that there shall be no community of goods between 
them; and that the future wife shall have power to sell all her present or 
future property without further authorization. The future husband bestows 
upon her by deed of gift a life annuity of twelve hundred livres to be levied 
on his property and enjoyed by her from the day of his death, the capital 
from which the said annuity arises to revert to his collateral heirs upon the 
death of his said future wife. He also bestows upon her a sum of twelve 
hundred livres to be paid, once only, immediately after his death. He 
further bestows upon her the furniture of his country house at Vaux sous 
Meules, as described in the annexed inventory and certificate, reserving to 
himself power to sell or remove the said furniture, in which case this gift shall 
apply to such furniture as shall exist at the date of his death. 

Witnesses, Francois Robert Secousse, priest, doctor of theology, cure" of 
the parish church of St. Eustache; Jean Francois Patornay, priest, superior of 
the Oratory. 

Annexed is the inventory of furniture above mentioned; also — 

Certificate, showing that Elizabeth de Gouy, then wife of Jean Lejuge, 

D 
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and Hyacinthe Rigaiid, appeared before the King's councillors, notaries, etc. 
The said Elizabeth acknowledged that she had received possession and taken 
charge of the furniture contained in the country house at Vaux sous Meules, 
and engaged to preserve and render an account of the same and restore it to 
the said Rigaud when required. 

Dated, Paris, 25 Sept., 1702. 

The complete manuscript occupies eleven folio pages. Besides the signa- 
tures of Rigaud (10) and his wife (10) it is also signed six times by their 
friends who acted as witnesses. 

41 
NICOLAS VLEUGHELS 

Born 1669, died 1737 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; Venice, August 19, 
1.707. In reference to his well-known picture " La Marche 
du Pape dans Rome." 

There is no autograph of this famous Flemish painter in the British 
Museum. 

^"20 
42 

SIR JAMES THORNHILL 

Born 1676, died 1734 
Receipt, signed, 1 page, 8vo; November n, 1722. 

Thomhill was Queen Anne's "Sergeant Painter." His daughter married 
Hogarth. 

An exceedingly rare autograph. 

^•10 ioj. 
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43 
GEORGE VERTUE 

Born 1684, died 1756 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; May 21, 1748. 

Addressed to Dr. Purnell. Referring to his illustration for the Oxford 
Almanack. 

44 
JEAN MARC NATTIER 

Born 1685, died 1766 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; Paris, October 23, 

1753- 

There is no autograph of this most eminent French portrait painter in 
the British Museum. 

^"35 

See Facsimile 

45 
COMTE DE CAYLUS 

Born 1692, died 1765 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 41:0 ; Paris, December 3, 

1745- 

He has received a letter from Monsieur de Maurepas, but cannot attend 
the Academy meeting. 

£4 4 s - 
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46 
JOSEPH HIGHMORE 

Born 1692, died 1780 

Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, 8vo; March 8, 1757. 

Acknowledging the sum of £2 195. 3d. from Nourse for his work on " The 
Critical Examination of Rubens' Paintings." 

47 
GIOVANNI BATTISTA TIEPOLO 

Born 1696, died 1770 
Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, folio; Venice, 1746. 

A superb letter. 

There is no autograph of this famous Venetian painter in the British 
Museum. 

48 

WILLIAM HOGARTH 

Born 1697, died 1764 

Signature to an original receipt for his famous work, " The 
Analysis of Beauty." 

This receipt is illustrated by a representation of Hogarth's well known 
engraving of Columbus breaking the egg. 

j£l2 12s, 
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49 
HENRI GRAVELOT 

Born 1699, died 1773 

Holograph Manuscript, i page, 4*0. In reference to his 
engravings. 

From the Collection of Baron Pichon. 

There is no autograph of Gravelot in the British Museum. 

5o 
CHARLES JOSEPH NATOIRE 

Born 1700, died 1777 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; Rome, Janvier 13, 

1773- 

Addressed to the Academie de Marseilles. 

There is no autograph of this famous Frenchman in the British Museum. 

;£l2 I2S. 

51 

CHARLES ANDRE VANLOO 

Born 1705, died 1765 

Receipt, signed, 1 page, folio; Mars 13, 1765. 

Acknowledging the sum of 444 livres from Cochin for the maintenance of 
his pupils. He died this same year. 

Vanloo was, in 1732, appointed painter to Louis XV. 

£ 2 5 
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52 
ALLAN RAMSAY 

Born 1 713, died 1784 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; July 23, 1781. 

Addressed to Cadell. In reference to his pamphlet " Observations on the 
Riot Act." 

In 1767, Ramsay was appointed "Sergeant Painter" to George III. 

,£10 IOS. 
53 

CLAUDE JOSEPH VERNET 

Born 17 14, died 1789 

Holograph Letter, signed, 4 pages, folio; Cette, Nov- 
ember 11, 1756. 

Relative to his painting " Le Port de Cette." 

"Vernet discute les observations que lui avait faites le marquis sur le 
point de vue qu'il se proposait de prendre. II persiste a. croire que le seul 
point int&essant est celui du cot6 de la mer. Pour se conformer a I'itineraire, 
il faudrait executer six tableaux et non un seul. Celui qui a reclige' ritineraire, 
M. Pellerin, premier commis de la marine, peut bien etre entendu a bien des 
choses, mais il ne sait guere ce qu'il faut pour faire un bon tableau. Vemet 
maintient aussi son idee de representer une tempSte dans ce tableau. Enfin il 
repond au reproche que lui avait adresse' le marquis d'avoir propose 1 d'aller 
executer ce tableau a Bordeaux. ' Je scay, Monsieur, que le Roy me paye mes 
tableaux pour que j'y donne toute la perfection dont je puis etre capable. Aussi 
l'ai-je toujours fait, et mon intention sera toujours de faire tous mes efforts 
pour que mes tableaux aillent de mieux en mieux. Permettes, je vous prie, 
Monsieur, que je vous decouvre un secret en cette occasion; c'est que si le 
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Roy payoit cent fois plus qu'il ne fait mes tableaux, je ne scache pas qu'il me 
fut possible de les mieux faire que je les faits, et ne les fairois pas plus mal s'il 
n'en donnoit cent fois moins. Mon amour propre dtant plus avide de lagloire 
que de l'argent, quant je fais un tableau, je ne suis occupe' que du soin de 
bien faire et je pense plus a ce qui peut me faire honneur qu'a la somme 
qu'on m'en donne. Quant j'ay eu l'honneur de vous dire que selon le point 
de vue que je prendrois, apres mes ettudes faittes, j'aurois put executer le 
tableau a Bordeaux, ce que n'e'tant plus n&essaire d'etre sur le lieu, j'aurois 
eu plus de secours et de facility pour cette execution dans une grande ville 
que j'en auray ici; mais je resteray icy, d'abord parce que vous le voulez et en 
meme temps pour que, si non incapacity m'empeche de faire tout ce que je 
desirerois, on ne puisse l'attribuer a. quelque negligeance de ma part. J'ay 
pour cela arrets une maison icy et m'y suis e'tablis. Je fairay le tableau de 
Cette icy sur le lieu et finiray celuy d'Antibe oil il me reste quelque chose a 
faire.' — (Joseph Vernet avait 6t6 charge 1 par Louis XV, en octobre 1753, de 
peindre tous les grands ports de mer de la France, moyennant six mille livres 
par tableau, et le marquis de Marigny avait trace 1 l'itineraire de l'artiste. 
Vernet commenca par Marseille, puis s'occupa de Bandol, de Toulon et 
d'Antibes. La vue du port de Cette fut sa huitieme toilej elle fut executee 
selon le projet pr&ente' par Vernet et d'abord combattu par le marquis de 
Marigny. Elle fut exposee au Salon de 1757 et elle est conserved actuellement 
au musee du Louvre.) " — Bovet Catalogue. 

This superb letter is addressed to the Marquis de Marigny (the brother 
of the famous Marquise de Pompadour). 



54 
JOHANN GEORG WILLE 

Born 1 71 5, died 1808 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; Paris, March 20, 

i,775- 

;£4 4*- 
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55 
NATHANIEL HONE, R.A. 

Born 1 718, died 1784 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; December 14, 1769. 

Referring to the recent death of his wife. 

Hone was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

^3 3-f- 
56 
CHARLES EISEN 

Born 1720, died 1778 

Holograph Receipt, signed, 1 page, 8vo; Paris, Aoftt 1, 

1774- 

Acknowledging the sum of 48 livres for his " grand dessin du Siege de 
Crequy." 

An excessively rare autograph. Eisen was the supreme designer of the 
eighteenth century. 

57 
JOSEPH WILTON, R.A. 

Born 1722, died 1803 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; May 31, 1775. 

Addressed to Bishop Percy. Referring to a monument he was then en 
gaged on. 

Wilton was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

£2 2S. 
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58 
SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS, P.R.A. 

Born 1723, died 1792 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; April 14, 1 791 . 

Referring to a picture in his house — a copy of Claude Lorraine — which 
he wishes sold for not less than 200 guineas. Sir Joshua has obliterated his 
signature, and adds, as a PS., " Don't let anybody know to whom the picture 
belongs." 

,£25 

59 

BERNARDO CANALETTI 

(OR BELLOTTO) 

Born 1724, died 1780 

Signature to a Receipt, 1 page, 4to; November 30, 1776. 

60 
PAUL SANDBY, R.A. 

Born 1725, died 1809 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo. 

Referring to his plan of the lake at Virginia Water. 

Sandby was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. He 
has been styled " the father of the water-colour school." 

E 
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61 
FRANCESCO BARTOLOZZI, R.A. 

Born 1725, died 1815 
Holograph Letter, i page, 4to; September 15, 1800. 

" Mr. Bartolozzi's best compliments to Mr. Durovery, and returns him many 
thanks for the good opinion he has of his poor abilitys [sic] he is very sorry 
not to be able to accept of his offer, as he intends to give up doing any small 
performances if he can help it, on account of his age." 

Bartolozzi was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

£4 4-f- 
62 

SIR WILLIAM CHAMBERS, R.A. 

Born 1726, died 1796 
Signature to a receipt, 1 page, 4to; May 15, 1792. 

Acknowledging the sum of ^5,000 from the Marquess of Buckingham. 
Chambers was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

£2 2S. 

THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH, R.A. 

Born 1727, died 1788 
Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; July 31, 1787. 

Addressed to his sister, Mrs. Gibbon. 

" I was extremely sorry to find by your last letter, that you could suppose 
me offended in the least degree by what you said in your former; I hope, ray 
dear, we have more affection for each other, if not more sense, than to suffer 
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what may be said in joke to make any material difference in our good wishes 
towards each other, and I assure you what I said was without the least inten- 
tion of offending, I only meant in my own manner to urge all parties to claim 
their Right, and to set all joking aside, I do think that poor Betsy should be 
allowed something besides her share in other respects to reward her giving up 
what she might so reasonably expect to recover by law," etc. 

Accompanying the letter is a drawing (in pencil) of foliage by Gains- 
borough. 

Gainsborough was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

Gainsborough's existing letters can be counted on one's fingers. 

£35 

See Facsimile 

64 
ANTONIO RAFFAEL MENGS 

Born 1728, died 1779 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; Geneva, April 28, 

1770. 

Addressed to Raimondo Ghelli. 

£6bs. 

65 
JOHANN ZOFFANY, R.A. 

Born 1733, died 18 10 

Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; July 17, 1801. 

Addressed to Messrs. Raikes relative to an order for a mechanical shew- 
box for General Martins who died before the order was executed. 

Zoffany was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy— his 
autograph is of excessive rarity. 

,£10 io.y. 
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66 
GEORGE ROMNEY 

Born 1734, died 1802 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2\ pages, 4to; March 13, 1794. 

Addressed to his son the Rev. John Romney. "I have painted four 
pictures that do me more credit than any I have painted before, Milton, the 
Indian Woman, Ophelia from Hamlet as a companion, and a picture of 
Susanne." 

Romney's letters are as rare as Gainsborough's. 

67 

WILLIAM WOOLLETT 

Born 1735, died 1785 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; June 24, 1767. 

Addressed to Johann Georg Wille {see ante) thanking him for a present of 
engravings and sending some in return. 

68 
AUGUSTIN DE ST. AUBIN 

Born 1736, died 1807 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; " Paris, 3 Frimaire 
an 5 ibme de L'ere Republicaine." (November 24, 1796.) 

Addressed to the Director of the Bibliotheque Nationale. 

^5 5*- 
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69 
JOHN SINGLETON COPLEY, R.A. 

Born 1737, died 1815 

Holograph Letter in the third person, 1 page, 4to; May 21, 

1793- 

Addressed to the Earl of Fauconberg in reference to his most famous 
picture " The Death of Lord Chatham." 

Copley's letters are of very great rarity. 

£lO IOS. 
70 

BENJAMIN WEST, P.R.A. 

Born 1738, died 1820 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4:0; March 25, 1800. 

Addressed to John Flaxman congratulating him on his appointment as 
Sculptor to His Majesty (George III). 

West was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy; he 
succeeded Sir Joshua Reynolds as President. 

£$ AS. 
71 

JEAN ANTOINE HOUDON 

Born 1740, died 1828 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; Paris, May 15, 
1774. 

Addressed to Friedrich Wilhelm Doell, the Sculptor. 
Letters of this world-famous French sculptor are of extraordinary rarity. 
The present is a splendid specimen. 

£40 
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72 
ANGELICA KAUFFMANN, R.A. 

Born 1 74 1, died 1807 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; Rome, November 2, 
1799. 

Angelica Kauffmann was one of the foundation members of the Royal 
Academy. 

.£10 IOS. 

73 
GEORGE DANCE, R.A. 

Born 1 741, died 1825 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; August 26, 1809. 

Addressed to Prince Hoare. 

Dance was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy and 
the last survivor of the original members. 

£2 2S. 

74 
HENRY FUSELI, R.A. 

Born 1 74 1, died 1825 

Holograph Letter, i page, 4to; August 28, 1798. 

Fuseli was one of the foundation members of the Royal Academy. 

£2 2S. 
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75 
JAMES BARRY, R.A. 

Born 1 741, died 1806 

Holograph Manuscript, signed, 2 pages, 4to; " Read in the 
Academy, November 7, 1796." 

This manuscript is a recommendation "that some means be adopted to 
obtain for the Academy a Chartered and Legally Corporate Existence." 

£2 2S. 

7 6 

"MOREAU LE JEUNE" 
(JEAN MICHEL MOREAU) 

Born 1741, died 1814 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; Paris, November 13, 
1796. 

Addressed to the President des Beaux Arts. 

"Remarquable lettre ou il s'e'tonne que, dans la liste des objets d'art que 
les commissaires envoye's k Rome ont choisis pour £tre transported en France, 
il ne se trouve aucun tableau de Jules Romain. ' Et cependant le nom de cet 
artiste figure avec assez de distinction dans l'histoire des grands maitres pour 
que Ton regrette de ne posse'der de lui au museum francpis qu'un tableau peu 
capital. Aujourd'hui que ce museum va s'enrichir de tant de chefs-d'oeuvre 
des ecoles d'ltalie ne conviendroit-il pas d'y placer Jules Romain au rang qui 
lui appartient, en se procurant tel de ses ouvrages qui donneroit une grande 
et juste idee de ses talents.' II signale particulierement le tableau du maitre 
autel de Peglise Sainte-Marie dell' anima, qui repr^sente une vierge couronne"e 
par des anges, avec Saint Joseph, Saint Jacques et un autre qui Pinvoquent." 
— Bovet Catalogue. 

;£lO \QS. 
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11 
MATTHEW WILLIAM PETERS, R.A. 

Born 1742, died 1814 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; December 18, 1808. 

Addressed to Josiah Boydell. 

.£4 4*. 

78 
WILLIAM HODGES, R.A. 

Born 1744, died 1797 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; January 10, 1785. 
Addressed to Ozias Humphry, R.A. 

£2 2S. 

19 
JAMES NORTHCOTE, R.A. 

Born 1746, died 1831 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, folio; September 30, 
1773- 

.Addressed to his brother. 

£2 2S. 
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80 
JACQUES LOUIS DAVID 

Born 1748, died 1825 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, folio. 

Addressed to the Minister of the Interior. He demands a remission of 
rent in case he should be obliged to abandon his rooms in the Louvre. 

"Le Gouvernement par suite de la protection qu'il a toujours accordd 
aux arts m'ayant constamment log6, et la place dont Sa Majeste" L'Empereur 
a daignd m'honorer me donnant un droit de plus a cette faveur. Maintenant 
que des mesures ulterieures me forcent de sortir du Louvre du premier Germinal 
je supplie Votre Excellence de vouloir bien m'accorder une indemnity de quatre 
mille livres par an somme a la quelle doit monter le prix du Loyer de mes 
ateliers et de mon appartement." 

David was the court painter to Napoleon I. He only escaped the guillotine 
by his abilities as an artist. 

,£8 8*. 
81 

SIR WILLIAM BEECHEY, R.A. 

Born 1753, died 1839 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; February 9, 1824. 

£3 3 s - 
82 

ANDREA APPIANI 

Born 1754, died 181 7 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to. 

Addressed to Marco Alessandri. 

^5 5* 
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83 
JOHN FLAXMAN, R.A. 

Born 1755, died 1826 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; February 20, 181 2. 

Addressed to his intimate friend William Hayley, relative to his statue of 
" Resignation." 

Flaxman writes that he is engaged in delivering lectures at the Royal 
Academy on " British Sculpture, ... on the Sculpture of Ancient Na- 
tions," etc. 

Accompanying this fine letter is a beautiful drawing by Flaxman of a 
monument to Emily Mawbey, with inscription in his autograph beneath. 

;£lO IOS. 

84 

THOMAS STOTHARD, R.A. 

Born 1755, died 1834 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; May 24, 1824. 
Addressed to Edward Milligan. 

£l «■ 
85 

SIR HENRY RAEBURN, R.A. 

Born 1756, died 1823 

Holograph Letter, in the third person, 1 page, 4to; Nov- 
ember 30, 1 80 1. 

In reference to one of his pictures. 

Letters of this most famous Scots artist are of equal rarity to those of 
Gainsborough and Romney. 

£18 i&. 

See Facsimile 
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86 
ANTONIO CANOVA 

Born 1757, died 1822 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 8vo; September 22. 

Addressed to the Marchioness of Abercorn. 



87 

JOHN HOPPNER, R.A. 

Born 1758, died 1810 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 8vo. 

Addressed to Prince Hoare. 
Referring to William Blake's Poems. 
Hoppner's letters are of great rarity. 



88 
PIERRE PAUL PRUDHON 

Born 1758, died 1823 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to. 

Addressed to Gaulle, mentioning Mile. Mayer. 
Mile. Mayer was Prudhon's pupil and mistress. 



£3 3s. 



£8 8s. 



£6 6s 
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89 
ALEXANDER NASMYTH 

Born 1758, died 1840 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; October 9, 1826. 

Addressed to William Cribb. He sends his correspondent some pictures, 
but, as he regrets that he had not given them titles, he inserts in this letter 
four small pen-and-ink drawings by which to identify them. 

A remarkably fine letter. 

£SSs. 

90 
JOHN OPIE, R.A. 

Born 1761, died .1807 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo. 

Addressed to William Shield. 

Less than half a dozen letters of Opie have occurred for sale during the 
past twenty years. 

£8 8s. 

9i 
GEORGE MORLAND 

Born 1763, died 1804 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to. 

A curious letter from this erratic genius, written partly in ink and partly in 
pencil. 

£l2 I2S. 



5, PALL MALL PLACE 37 



92 
JEAN FRANCOIS MERIM^E 

Born 1765, died 1836 

Holograph Note, signed, 1 page, oblong 8vo; Paris, le 
29 Ventose, an 7 de la Republique (1798). Acknowledging 
the receipt of 200 livres from Moreau lejeune for two pictures. 

93 
RICHARD WESTALL, R.A. 

Born 1765, died 1836 

The Original Holograph Manuscript (signed and dated 
August 2, 1827) of his poems " Sweet Children, to thy glades 
I come," consisting of three stanzas. 

£2 2S. 

94 
JEAN BAPTISTE ISABEY 

Born 1767, died 1855 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; September 29. 

Addressed to his cousin. 

Isabey was appointed miniature painter to both Napoleon I and 
Louis XVIII. 

£6 6*. 
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95 
SIR THOMAS LAWRENCE, P.R.A. 

Born 1769, died 1830 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; June 30, 1825. 

Addressed to W. Bovill. Acknowledging the receipt of a cheque for his 
portrait of H.R.H. the Duke of York, which he painted for the Merchant 
Taylors' Company. 

£2> 3-f- 

96 
SIR MARTIN ARCHER SHEE, P.R.A. 

Born 1769, died 1850 
Holograph Letter, third person, 1 page, 8vo. 

Addressed to the Duke of Norfolk. 

Shee succeeded Lawrence as President of the Royal Academy. 

£\ is. 

97 
JAMES WARD, R.A. 

Born 1769, died 1859 

Holograph Manuscript, signed and dated; August 26, 1829. 
1 page, 4to. 

An acrostic in verse on Lord Byron. 

£2 2S, 
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98 

JAMES WARD, R.A. 

Signature on a card of admission to the Royal Academy- 
Lecture. January 7, 1822. 



99 
HENRY HOWARD, R.A. 

Born 1769, died 1847 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to, January 27, 1800. 

Addressed to Wm. Hayley, referring to the bust of John Flaxman. 

£1 is. 



IOO 
FRANCOIS PASCAL GERARD 

Born 1770, died 1837 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4 to. 

Referring to his portraits of the King and Queen of Holland (the parents 
of Napoleon III). 

Gerard was the principal painter to Louis XVIII, who created him a 
Baron. 

£2 2S. 
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IOI 

JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER, R.A. 

Born 1775, died 1851 
Holograph Letter, i page, 8vo; February 12, 1843. 

Addressed to his close friends Mr. and Mrs. Bicknell. 

£8 8*. 

102 
JOHN CONSTABLE, R.A. 

Born 1776, died, 1837 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; April 2, 1835. 

Addressed to Henry Sass, the painter. 

103 

JOHN JAMES CHALON, R.A. 

Born 1778, died 1854 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; Wimpole Street, 
August 8, 1848. 

Addressed to J. P. Knight, R.A. 

£ l ls - 
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104 
JOHN JACKSON, R.A. 

Born 1778, died 1831 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 12 mo. 
Addressed to Abraham Cooper, R.A. 



£1 ls - 



105 

JEAN AUGUSTE DOMINIQUE INGRES 

Born 1780, died 1867 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 8vo ; Rome, Sept- 
ember, 16, 1837. 

Addressed to Lemoyne, informing him that he has just had the honour 
of being created Chevalier of the Legion d'Honneur. 

" Tous tes amis d'ici t'en felicitent et que ce petit rouge sur ta boutonniere 
te fasse reprendre de nouveau et avec courage tes ciseaux, en nous faisant de 
belles choses, enfin mon vieux ami sache toe heureux." 

,£8 8*. 

106 
SIR FRANCIS LEGATT CHANTREY, R.A. 

Born 1 78 1, died 1842 
Holograph Letter, third person, 1 page, 8vo. 

Addressed to Mrs. Sharpe. 

£l I*. 
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107 
JOHN SELL COTMAN 

Born 1782, died 1842 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 4to; Gerrard Street, 
September 5, 1834. 

Addressed to W. Spelman. Referring to the sale of his copper plates of 
Norfolk Brasses, etc. 

£1 is. 

108 
DAVID COX 

Born 1783, died 1859 
Holograph Letter, signed, 4 pages, 8vo; May 18, 1850. 

Addressed to R. J. Spiers. 

£2 2S. 

IO9 

SIR DAVID WILKIE, R.A. 

Born 1785, died 1841 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to; August 8, 1828. 
Addressed to G. M. Bainbridge. 

£2 2S. 
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1 10 
WILLIAM MULREADY, R.A. 

Born 1786, died 1863 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; July 30, 1847. 

£1 is. 



1 1 1 
WILLIAM ETTY, R.A. 

Born 1787, died 1849 

The Series of 27 Holograph Letters, signed, to W. Wether- 
hed, dating from 1843 to 1848. Red morocco. 

A unique and important correspondence addressed to his friend W. Wether- 
hed, and almost entirely in reference to Art. 

In the course of this correspondence Etty refers to his head of " Joan of 
Arc." His last triad, "Joan of Arc," is one of Etty's chefs-d'ceuvre, and 
realized ^2,500. 

The last letter is dated 18th December, 1848. The artist died in the 
following year. 

£3* los - 
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I 12 

COPLEY FIELDING 

Born 1787, died 1855 
Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 4to ; August 8, 1827. 

Addressed to Charles Barber. Referring to the exhibition of one of his 
pictures. 

£1 U. 

113 
WILLIAM COLLINS, R.A. 

Born 1788, died 1847 
Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 8vo; July 7, 1832. 

Addressed to Alaric Watts. Referring to some engravings he is engaged 
upon. 

£ 1 «■ 

114 
JOHN LINNELL 

Born 1792, died 1882 

Holograph Letter, signed, 2 pages, 8vo. 
Mentions his recent marriage. 
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ii5 
SIR CHARLES LOCK EASTLAKE, P.R.A. 

Born 1793, died 1865 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page 8vo; 13, Upper Fitzroy 
Street, February 6, 1843. 

To D. Colnaghi. 

Assuring him that he has not expressed an opinion against the authenticity 
of a Madonna and Child ascribed to Raphael in Colnaghi's possession. 
Eastlake succeeded Shee as President of the Royal Academy. 

116 
CAMILLE COROT 

Born 1796, died 1875 

Holograph Letter, signed, 1 page, 8vo; Paris, May 24, 
1869. 

He accepts a commission for two pictures and promises to execute them 
in his best manner. 

j£i5 l 5*> 
117 

J. FRANQOIS MILLET 

Born 18 14, died 1875 

Holograph Letter, signed, 3 pages, 4to; Paris, June 1, 

1838. 

Addressed to Monsieur Le Marquand. 

A superb letter in which he speaks of his defeat for the Prix de Rome. 
His professor, who he at first imagined had something to do with his defeat 
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because of his absence for some time, gave instructions the next day that he, 
Millet, was to be sent to him as soon as possible. The professor sympathized 
with him and encouraged him to remain with him, and stated that he could 
do so free of charge, and he would assist him to gain the next year's 
" prix." 

Millet states that at first he was determined not to enter again for the 
prize, but upon second thoughts considers that determination foolish, and 
states " why should I renounce the pleasure of dreaming among those beauti 
ful ruins where we shall see, walking in the twilight, the long-draped majestic 
forms coming again to think over the affairs of the Senate with one of these 
forms conducting us." Millet has here drawn a sketch of the scene illustrating 
this impression. The painter and his companion — the former with his artist's 
materials under his arm — are seen listening to a re-incarnated Senator, who is 
pointing to a ruin behind which a procession of Senators appears. 

Millet closes his letter by a request that his friend will be careful not to 
mention to anyone the fact that he is remaining with his professor free of 
charge. 

# * # This is a highly important and probably the finest letter of Millet's extant. 
It was written at the period of his studies in Paris under Delaroche, and refers 
to his competing for the famous Prix de Rome. 

The name of the kindly professor is not given, but it was Paul Delaroche. 

This letter is also a direct refutation of the account given in his life by 
Julia Cartwright of the famous artist's endeavour to win the coveted Prix de 
Rome. The account in that work is given as follows: "He (Millet) was at 
his wits end for money, and at one time he had to give up going to Delaroche's 
atelier for want of means to pay the yearly fee of ioo francs. 

" The master missed him from his accustomed place and sent him word to 
come and see him. Millet obeyed. ' Why do you never come to the atelier 
now?' the painter asked in a friendly tone. 'Because sir, I am unable to 
pay the fees,' replied Millet. 'Never mind that!' replied Delaroche. 'I do 
not wish you to leave. Come all the same, and I will speak to Poisson (the 
porter of the studio). Only say nothing about it to the other fellows, and 
draw just what you like — big subjects, figures, studies, whatever you fancy. I 
like to see your work; you are not like the rest of them; and then I wish to 
speak to you about some work in which you can be of use to me.' 

" Millet was touched by this unexpected kindness on the painter's part, and 
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went back to the atelier. But the historical compositions in academic style 
that were then in fashion seemed to him every day more wearisome. An artist 
of his power could not fail to produce striking work; but in the conventional 
figures and heavy sombre colouring of Millet's compositions at that period, it 
was difficult to discern the germ of his future greatness. Still he persevered, 
and in the summer of 1838 he entered the lists for the Prix de Rome. The 
originality of his composition attracted Delaroche's notice and pricked the 
master's conscience, for he had already promised to use his interest on behalf 
of one of his favourite pupils, a student named Roux; so he sent for Millet 
and said to him : 

'You wish to win the Prix de Rome?' 

' Certainly,' replied Millet, ' or I should not have entered my name.' 

'Your composition is very good,' said Delaroche; 'but I must tell you 
that I am anxious to see Roux nominated this time. Next year I will promise 
to use all my influence on your behalf.' 

"This frank declaration was enough for Millet. He left Delaroche's atelier 
for good, and determined never again to look to others for help or advance- 
ment, but to rely solely on his own efforts." 

There is no autograph of this famous Frenchman in the British Museum. 

See Facsimile 
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SIR JOHN EVERETT MILLAIS 

Born 1829, died 1896 

A Collection of 38 Holograph Letters, signed, by Sir 
John Everett Millais; together with 5 holograph letters of 
his wife (Euphemia Chalmers, daughter of George Gray of 
Bowerswell, Perth), 2 holograph letters (signed) of William 
H. Millais, brother of Sir John, and one of Mrs. Tennyson, 
wife of the Poet Laureate, 46 letters in all. The whole inlaid 
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to a uniform size and bound in green morocco extra, gilt leaves. 
Folio. 

These letters are addressed to Ernest Gambart, Millais' publisher; Payne, 
Hills, S. Mendell, Lady Anglesea, to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone, Lord Ronald 
Gower, etc., and date from 1859 to 1889. 

The majority of this interesting correspondence is addressed to Gambart, 
and relates to Millais' most famous paintings, portraits, and pictures. Among 
the pictures referred to are "Over the Hills and Far away," "The Huguenot" 
(painted in 1856, which is now in the Birmingham Art Gallery), " Helen 
Petrie," "The Young Ladies' Instructor," etc., and among the portraits 
noticed are those of Mr. Gladstone, Millais' masterpiece — (the letters addressed 
to Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone being on the subject of the portrait), Lord Lytton, 
the Duchess of Westminster, and Mr. Grote. There is also an interesting letter 
from Millais, relative to the illness of Sir Edwin Landseer, and containing 
his opinion that if he (Landseer) died, his remains should be interred in 
Westminster Abbey or St. Paul's Cathedral. References to book illustration 
also occur. 

The letters are illustrated with portraits of the artist and proof impressions 
of his book-illustrations. 

£ l 3° 
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